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World Day to Combat Desertification-2009

Yerevan, June 17, 2009 - At the Aarhus Center hosted by the Ministry of Nature Protection of Armenia, an event dedicated to the World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought was organized jointly by the Ministry of Nature Protection and “Green Lane” Agricultural Assistance NGO.
Mr. Ashot Vardevanyan, the deputy chief of the Bio-Resource Management Agency operating under the Ministry of Nature Protection, emphasized that combating desertification and drought is an issue of strategic importance to Armenia as about 80 percent of the country land resources are exposed to the threat of desertification in a varying degree. This threat is caused by a number of factors – deforestation, poor nature resource management, inappropriate farming techniques, etc.

Realizing the crucial importance of giving solutions to this problem at global, regional, national and community levels, Armenia became part of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought in 1997. Since 1998, the leading and coordinating role in implementation of the Convention at the national level was undertaken by the Ministry of Nature Protection.

“The fact that combating desertification is included as a component into national security and food security programs, national strategy for poverty reduction and other national programs and strategies comes to prove that this issue is considered among those of strategic importance to the country,” - said Mr. Vardevanyan.
The speaker emphasized that desertification is among the environmental factors contributing significantly to increased poverty, which, for its part, leads to inefficient use and poor management of the country natural resources.
He stressed also that this Convention is in synergy with other environmental UN Conventions such as the Convention on Climate Change or the Convention on Biodiversity. 
Referring to the Day's theme of 2009 - "Conserving land and water = Securing our common future” - the speakers and participants highlighted urgent environmental problems that keep the public of Armenia on alerts now.
Particular attention was paid to the growing environmental concerns over the controversial mining industry development projects in Armenia that, the environmentalists claim, endanger Teghut forest in the northern Lori region and Lake Sevan. For these projects, the participants of the meeting stressed, involvement of both general public and highly professional specialists is needed to assess the environmental impact.

The legal environment is another concern. It was stressed that, for instance, that in a country like Armenia, where about 80 percent of farming is completely irrigated, combating desertification and drought significantly depends on effective and ‘empowering-the-poor’ water management legislation.

At the meeting, the president of the Green Lane NGO Ms. Nune Sarukhanyan presented the Project for Sustainable Land Management for Mitigating Land Degradation and Reducing Poverty in the South Caucasus Region initiated by REC Caucasus in partnership with Caucasus Environmental NGO Network (CENN) through financial support from the European Union.
She stressed that this trilateral initiative by Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia that aims to ensure sustainable land use and land conservation in the transboundary river watersheds of Khrami-Debeda and Alazani-Iori stresses once again that giving solutions to environmental problems, ensuring better living standards and sustainable livelihoods for farmers and rural population, and contributing effectively to the poverty reduction requires concerted action at all levels and strong regional cooperation.
